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Ellen Muehlberger explores the diverse and inventive ideas Christians held about angels in late antiquity.
During the fourth and fifth centuries, Christians began experimenting with new modes of piety, adapting
longstanding forms of public authority to Christian leadership and advancing novel ways of cultivating body
and mind to further the progress of individual Christians. Muehlberger argues that in practicing these new
modes of piety, Christians developed new ways of thinking about angels.

The book begins with a detailed examination of the two most popular discourses about angels that developed
in late antiquity. In the first, delineated by Christians cultivating certain kinds of ascetic practices, angels
were one type of being among many in a shifting universe, and their primary purpose was to guard and to
guide Christians. In the other, articulated by urban Christian leaders in contest with one another, angels were
morally stable characters described in the emerging canon of Scripture, available to enable readers to render
Scripture coherent with emerging theological positions. Muehlberger goes on to show how these two
discourses did not remain isolated in separate spheres of cultivation and contestation, but influenced one
another and the wider Christian culture. She offers in-depth analysis of popular biographies written in late
antiquity, of the community standards of emerging monastic communities, and of the training programs
developed to prepare Christians to participate in ritual, demonstrating that new ideas about angels shaped and
directed the formation of the definitive institutions of late antiquity.

Angels in Late Ancient Christianity is a meticulous and thorough study of early Christian ideas about angels,
but it also offers a different perspective on late ancient Christian history, arguing that angels were central
rather than peripheral to the emergence of Christian institutions and Christian culture in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Angels in Late Ancient Christianity to read.

Michele Anderson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Angels in Late Ancient Christianity book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ila Robinette:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Angels in Late Ancient Christianity book is readable by means of you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Angels in Late Ancient Christianity content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking Angels in Late Ancient Christianity is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Curtis Phillips:

Beside this kind of Angels in Late Ancient Christianity in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Angels in Late Ancient Christianity because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!
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