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"So the church has been made a spectacle of great beauty, stupendous to those who see it and altogether
incredible to those who hear of it...Its breadth and length have been so fittingly proportioned that it may
without impropriety be described as being both very long and extremely broad. And it boasts of an ineffable
beauty, for it subtly combines its mass with the harmony of its proportions, having neither any excess nor
any deficiency, inasmuch as it is more pompous than ordinary [buildings] and considerably more decorous
than those which are huge beyond measure; and it abounds exceedingly in gleaming sunlight. You might say
that the [interior] space is not illuminated by the sun from the outside, but that the radiance is generated
within, so great an abundance of light bathes this shrine all round.” - Procopius

The Hagia Sophia, built from 532-537, is inarguably the masterpiece of Byzantine architecture and one of
the greatest buildings ever constructed. Upon its completion, the Hagia Sophia remained the largest enclosed
space in the world for nearly a thousand years, a reign that only ended after the rebuilding of St. Peter's in
Rome. Fittingly, the rebuilding of St. Peter’s was partly inspired by the conversion of Hagia Sophia into a
mosque in 1453.

The building of Hagia Sophia itself was shocking and transformational. Beginning with Procopius of
Caesarea, Justinian's court historian, visitor after visitor noted that the giant dome seems to hover on air, and
it’s unquestionably true that the arches, vaults, semidomes, and domes add up for an otherworldly, ethereal
effect. The surfaces are enriched by colored marble and elaborate mosaics, and when viewing from the aisles
and galleries, looking into the nave is dramatic thanks to all the interconnecting layered spaces and repeating,
complex curved forms. Interestingly, however, the brick exterior of the building was left unadorned,
representing a shell that houses a magnificent interior.

The Hagia Sophia examines the history of one of the world’s most famous religious sites and analyzes the
religion and politics that shaped its fate.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Hagia Sophia: The History of the Famous Church and Mosque.

Susan Rogers:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Hagia Sophia: The
History of the Famous Church and Mosque. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Christina Bishop:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The Hagia Sophia:
The History of the Famous Church and Mosque to read.

Edna Davis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Hagia Sophia: The History of the Famous Church
and Mosque can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Hagia Sophia: The
History of the Famous Church and Mosque.
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