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Mimesis and Theory brings together twenty of René Girard's uncollected essays on literature and literary
theory, which, along with his classic, Deceit, Desire, and the Novel, have left an indelible mark on the field
of literary and cultural studies. Spanning over fifty years of critical production, this anthology offers unique
insights into the origin, development, and expansion of Girard's "mimetic theory"—a groundbreaking
account of human interaction and of the genesis of cultural forms.

The essays run the gamut of Western literary culture, from Racine and Shakespeare to the existentialist
writings of Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre. The authors who have most influenced
Girard—Stendhal, Proust, and Dostoevsky—receive extended treatment, and Girard's observations on the
changing landscape of literary studies are chronicled in several essays devoted to psychoanalysis, formalism,
structuralism, and post-structuralism.

Though at times overshadowed by hiswork in religious and cultural anthropology, Girard's work in the area
of literary studies has been the wellspring of his thought. All of the essaysin this volume develop the idea
that the greatest authors are also the greatest students of human nature, for their artistic intuitions are
generally more penetrating than the analyses of the philosophers or the social scientists. Girard does not offer
us atheory of literature but literature as theory.
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From reader reviews:
Alex Jose:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Mimesis and Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural
Memory in the Present).

Thomas Palmer:

This Mimesis and Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the Present)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. That Mimesis and Theory: Essays on
Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the Present) without we understand teach the one
who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Mimesis and
Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the Present) can bring when
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mimesis and Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005
(Cultural Memory in the Present) having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Juanita Cooke:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their expertisein
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Mimesis and
Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the Present).

Paul Breen:

This Mimesis and Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the Present)
is new way for you who hasinterest to look for some information asit relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in



reading this Mimesis and Theory: Essays on Literature and Criticism, 1953-2005 (Cultural Memory in the
Present) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | meanin the e-
book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book isthe
answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a book especialy thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.
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