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Louisiana's Atchafalaya River Basin, the heart and soul of Acadiana, or Cajun country, is the focus of this
compelling narrative by Ann McCutchan. A masterful weaving of cultural and environmental history, River
Music also tells the life story of Louisiana musician, naturalist, and sound documentarian Earl Robicheaux.

With Robicheaux as her guide, McCutchan embarks on a musical, visual, literary, and historical tour of the
Atchafalaya, where bayous, swamps, marshes, and river delta country have long sustained nature and culture,
even as industry has changed both the landscape and the people. Along the way, she and Robicheaux pay
homage to distinctive voices of the region's singular soundscape, including Acadian and Native American
elders, birds, frogs, alligators, wind, water, and weather, which Robicheaux chronicles in archival recordings
and musical compositions for museum exhibits, radio programs, and repositories such as the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology. A CD of Robicheaux's soundscapes is included with the book. In counterpoint, McCutchan
recounts Robicheaux's remarkable struggles as a jazz and classical artist, Katrina victim, cancer survivor, and
steadfast son of the Basin devoted to remembering, preserving, and sounding out the ecological and cultural
riches of his home.

An original blend of nature writing, music history, biography, journalism, and memoir, River Music: An
Atchafalaya Story eloquently celebrates the one-and-half-million watery acres that have shaped the lives of
the people there--and been transformed by them in return. An epilogue written in the aftermath of the
Deepwater Horizon explosion and the disastrous oil spill that followed provides a fitting and poignant coda
to this memorable book.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book River Music: An Atchafalaya Story (Gulf Coast
Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Kevin Burkes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this River Music: An Atchafalaya Story
(Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question River Music: An Atchafalaya Story (Gulf Coast Books,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) as good book not just by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jean Gadson:

This River Music: An Atchafalaya Story (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having River Music: An Atchafalaya Story (Gulf Coast Books,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right
but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

Major Talley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make



summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this River Music: An Atchafalaya Story (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored
by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) can make you sense more interested to read.
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