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In this sumptuously illustrated book, Joan Breton Connelly gives us the first comprehensive cultural history
of priestesses in the ancient Greek world. Connelly presents the fullest and most vivid picture yet of how
priestesses lived and worked, from the most famous and sacred of them--the Delphic Oracle and the priestess
of Athena Polias--to basket bearers and handmaidens. Along the way, she challenges long-held beliefs to
show that priestesses played far more significant public roles in ancient Greece than previously
acknowledged.

Connelly builds this history through a pioneering examination of archaeological evidence in the broader
context of literary sources, inscriptions, sculpture, and vase painting. Ranging from southern Italy to Asia
Minor, and from the late Bronze Age to the fifth century A.D., she brings the priestesses to life--their social
origins, how they progressed through many sacred roles on the path to priesthood, and even how they
dressed. She sheds light on the rituals they performed, the political power they wielded, their systems of
patronage and compensation, and how they were honored, including in death. Connelly shows that
understanding the complexity of priestesses' lives requires us to look past the simple lines we draw today
between public and private, sacred and secular.

The remarkable picture that emerges reveals that women in religious office were not as secluded and
marginalized as we have thought--that religious office was one arena in ancient Greece where women
enjoyed privileges and authority comparable to that of men. Connelly concludes by examining women's roles
in early Christianity, taking on the larger issue of the exclusion of women from the Christian priesthood. This
paperback edition includes additional maps and a glossary for student use.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Portrait of a Priestess: Women and Ritual in Ancient Greece
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Portrait of a Priestess: Women and Ritual in Ancient Greece is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Portrait of a Priestess: Women
and Ritual in Ancient Greece. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Guadalupe Baum:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Portrait of a Priestess: Women and
Ritual in Ancient Greece book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Philip Cooper:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Portrait of a Priestess: Women and Ritual in Ancient Greece can be your answer as it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Wiley Wagner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Portrait of a Priestess:
Women and Ritual in Ancient Greece which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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