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Are traditions of popular theatre still alive in politically-engaged theatre today? In San Francisco they are.
The San Francisco Mime Troupe is a modern link in the long history of public performances that have a
merry air but have a voice of political protest and social comment. Every summer since 1962 the Troupe has
taken free outdoor performances to public parks in the Bay Area. In a style that is festive and a spirit that is
revolutionary the Mime Troupe has relied on popular theatre forms to address timely political and social
issues. Their productions maintain a contemporary political edge, while showing their origins to be the
popular traditions of the commedia dell'arte, circus clowning, vaudeville, puppetry, and minstrel shows. With
The Minstrel Show or Civil Rights in a Cracker Barrel (1965) they expressed support of the civil rights
movement. With L'Amant Militaire (1967) they voiced support of Vietnam War protests.

To discover what makes these apparently frivolous theatrical traditions effective for contemporary political
theatre, Festive Revolutions explores the historical origins of the popular forms the Mime Troupe draws on.
In old Europe, where performance traditions began, political turmoil blended with festive celebration. The
lineage of the Mime Troupe's Punch the Red can be traced back to the Italian puppet figure Pulcinella
through its English and Russian counterparts Punch and Petrushka. In the Mime Troupe the use of
stereotypes and reliance upon colorful festivity are diverse strategies for dodging censorship. Productions
like Ripped Van Winkle continue today to rekindle the radicalism the Troupe inherited from the culture of the
1960s.

Festive Revolutions shows that such forms have inspired political theatre for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Sotomayor:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it
means that e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San
Francisco Mime Troupe.

James Ronquillo:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater
and the San Francisco Mime Troupe is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kelly Breedlove:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Festive Revolutions: The Politics
of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Festive Revolutions: The
Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe become your own personal starter.

Tim Vazquez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular
Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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