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Communists vilified her as a raging neurotic. Leftists dismissed her as a confused idealist. Her family pitied
her as an exploited lover. Some said she was a traitor, a stooge, a mercenary, and a grandstander. To others
she was a true American heroine -- fearless, principled, bold, and resolute. Congressional committees loved
her. The FBI hailed her as an avenging angel. The Catholics embraced her. But the fact is, more than a half
century after she captured the headlines as the "Red Spy Queen," Elizabeth Bentley remains a mystery.

New England-born, conservatively raised, and Vassar-educated, Bentley was groomed for a quiet life, a
small life, which she explored briefly in the 1920s as a teacher, instructing well-heeled young women on the
beauty of Romance languages at an East Coast boarding school. But in her mid-twenties she rejected both
past and future and set herself on an entirely new course. In the 1930s she embraced communism and fell in
love with an undercover KGB agent who initiated her into the world of espionage. By the time America
plunged into World War II, Elizabeth Bentley was directing the operations of the two largest spy rings in
America. Eventually, she had eighty people in her secret apparatus, half of them employees of the federal
government. Her sources were everywhere: in the departments of Treasury and Commerce, in New Deal
agencies, in the top-secret OSS (the precursor to the CIA), on congressional committees, even in the Oval
Office.

When she defected in 1945 and told her story -- first to the FBI and then at a series of public hearings and
trials -- she was catapulted to tabloid fame as the "Red Spy Queen," ushering in, almost single-handedly, the
McCarthy Era. She was the government's star witness, the FBI's most important informer, and the darling of
the Catholic anticommunist movement. Her disclosures and accusations put a halt to Russian spying for
years and helped to set the tone of American postwar political life.

But who was she? A smart, independent woman who made her choices freely, right and wrong, and had the
strength of character to see them through? Or was she used and manipulated by others?

Clever Girl is the definitive biography of a conflicted American woman and her controversial legacy. Set
against the backdrop of the political drama that defined mid-twentieth century America, it explores the spy
case whose explosive domestic and foreign policy repercussions have been debated for decades but not fully
revealed -- until now.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Wade:

The book untitled Clever Girl: Elizabeth Bentley, the Spy Who Ushered in the McCarthy Era is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Clever Girl: Elizabeth Bentley, the Spy Who
Ushered in the McCarthy Era from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Carolyn Foley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Clever Girl: Elizabeth Bentley, the Spy Who Ushered in
the McCarthy Era why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Helen Woodson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Clever Girl: Elizabeth
Bentley, the Spy Who Ushered in the McCarthy Era can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Simona Vela:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Clever Girl: Elizabeth Bentley, the Spy Who Ushered in the McCarthy Era when you
necessary it?
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