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The concept of the soul in Platonic, Ciceronian, and Talmudic thought segues into the Celtic tradition,
Thomas Aquinas, and Maeterlinck and threads its way through the tapestry of Proust’s narrative and his
principal characters. Bette H. Lustig uses a hermeneutic approach to the Proust texts, which are cited in
French, and provides the analyses of the texts in English. Themes treating the soul include metempsychosis
(transmigration), imprisonment and deliverance, eroticism and sadism, homophilia and misogyny, and time
and memory. Moreover, the Celtic tradition is evident in the metempsychosis of souls to plants, animals, and
inanimate objects, and their yearning to be delivered through a random encounter.
Homophilia and misogyny are pendant themes. The strong preference for male company is articulated
through gestures and choices by both author and characters. In Proust, homophilia leads to misogyny:
disparaging, controlling, even abusive attitudes toward the souls of women, which are demonized and
imprisoned. Their souls, provisionally free in sleep, do not reach total deliverance until death. The ecstasy of
Platonic mystical union is shown only between two males.
The soul of time travels at its own pace: by urgency, by seemingly slow passage, in narrative interruption or
digression, chronological inversion, and in privileged moments. The soul of memory is present in odors or
fragrances. Like Aquinas’s substratum soul, it connects past and present. Its enemy is forgetfulness. Time
and memory are also correlated in collective memory. Presented in a clear, lively style, this book would be
excellent in courses on Proust, French literature, religion, philosophy, psychology, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in
Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) had been making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Concept of the
Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Concept of the Soul in
Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures). You never really feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Louise Reyes:

This The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and
Literatures) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and
Literatures) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance
Languages and Literatures) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Carolyn Foley:

The book untitled The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages
and Literatures) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Shameka Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your



own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Concept of the Soul in Marcel
Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures).
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