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“In theten years that I’ ve been riding, I’ ve been asked often why | ride a motorcycle. | have struggled but
failed to come up with a satisfactory one-sentence answer for those who seem genuinely interested. Lately,
however, the most logical answer seemsto be, ‘I grew up Mormon.” ”

Thisisthe story of Jana Richman’sjourney on a motorcycle across the Mormon trail in search of her roots
and an understanding of the faith that brought peace to five generations of women before her.

Mormonism is one of the fastest growing religions in the United States, and one of the least understood.
Written with searing candor and a beguiling lack of sentimentality, Riding in the Shadows of Saintsisrichin
history and detail regarding the origins, beliefs, rituals, and social mores of the Mormon culture. Richman,
born into the Mormon Church but no longer a member, explores the meaning of faith and the perils of
middle-age motorcycling with equal aplomb.

Four generations ago, seven of Richman'’s eight great-great grandmothers walked all or part of the 1,300-
mile Mormon trail, from Nauvoo, Illinois, on the Mississippi River to Salt Lake City. Traveling on faith and
little else, they endured unfathomable hardships—nbitter cold, extreme heat, mud, icy river crossings,
blizzards, buffalo stampedes, disease, hunger, and exhaustion—never stopping until they reached their
promised land where they could be free to practice areligion that few outsiders understood and many
violently condemned. Between the years 1846 and 1866, about 50,000 Mormons traveled the Mormon trail,
burying more than 6,000 of the faithful along the way.

One hundred and fifty years later, Jana Richman packs maps and a laptop computer on the back of a
motorcycle and follows their route, searching for the peace and faith the women before her carried with so
much confidence. She also searches for a clearer understanding of how her devoutly Mormon mother is able
to reconcile an independent spirit and enormous inner strength with her intense belief in a patriarchal
ingtitution.

Traveling blue highways into the nation’s heartland, visiting graveyards, chatting with missionaries, and

soaking in therituals of the faith she so casually shrugged off as a teenager, Richman beginsto unravel her
family’s mysteries and confront her own long-held prejudices about the Mormon Church.
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From reader reviews:
Esther Ponce:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Riding in the Shadows of Saints: A Woman's Story of
Motorcycling the Mormon Trail.

Zenaida Jackson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Riding in the
Shadows of Saints: A Woman's Story of Motorcycling the Mormon Trail suitable to you? The book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Riding in the Shadows of Saints. A
Woman's Story of Motorcycling the Mormon Trailis one of several books this everyone read now. This book
wasinspired alot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

David Wood:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days alwaystry to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this Riding in the Shadows of Saints: A Woman's Story of Motorcycling the Mormon Trail.

Marvin Smith:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Riding in the Shadows of Saints: A Woman's Story of Motorcycling the Mormon
Trail we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your



life at thistime book Riding in the Shadows of Saints; A Woman's Story of Motorcycling the Mormon Trail.
Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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