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In the twilight years of Thailand's ailing King Bhumibol, battles between royalists and their red shirt
opponents are increasing, and the tectonic shiftsthat lie beneath Thailand's decade-old political crisis have
become increasingly apparent. Serhat Unaldi's Working towar ds the Monarchy sheds new light on recent
developments with its bold analysis of urban space in downtown Bangkok: buildings, the author finds, are
abstractions of the complexities that shape Thailand's transformation.

Most criticism of the political role of the Thai monarchy?its deep involvement in Thailand's uneven capitalist
development, Bhumibol's endorsement of military coups and his silent acquiescence to political violence?has
focused on the role of individuals: the king, the royal family, or privy councilors. Unaldi departs from such
limited intentionalist approaches to show instead just how deeply enmeshed the monarchy isin Thai society
as awhole. He demonstrates how and why Thais from all walks of life drew on royal charismato advance
their individual aims, in effect "working towards the monarchy." Unaldi's sociological analysis of urban
space reveals how buildings and spaces have been constructed for political and economic ends, particularly
to shore up the monarchy. For several decades the architecturein central Bangkok has helped protect the
charisma of the monarchy, which dominates landholdings and investmentsin the area. Because the sacred
auraof theroyal family legitimized capitalist expansion and consumerism, it was defended and enhanced by
those Bangkokians who profited from it. Y et politically and geographically marginalized Thais failed to
benefit from this royalist-led capitalist development and eventually found a new |leader, business tycoon-
cum-politician Thaksin Shinawatra. When Thaksin's followers turned against royal charisma and attacked
the architecture that represented and supported it, movement away from royal charismatic authority became a
real possibility for the first time.

By combining sociology, political science, architecture, and anthropology, Working towards the Monarchy
offers aunique interdisciplinary approach. It will interest scholars and generalists alike, particularly those
involved in the comparative study of monarchies.
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From reader reviews:
Micah Stahlman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Spacein
Downtown Bangkok as the daily resource information.

Kathleen Young:

This Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can
say ho rambling sentencesin it. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , thisredlly is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Ira Gonzalez:

Beside that Working towards the Monarchy: The Palitics of Space in Downtown Bangkok in your phone, it
could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got hereis fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous peoplelivein
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Working towards the Monarchy: The Palitics of Spacein
Downtown Bangkok because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you il
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Brian Rankins:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Working towards the Monarchy: The
Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto be initialy



opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Working towards the
Monarchy: The Palitics of Space in Downtown Bangkok can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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