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The Musical Shape of the Liturgy, by William Mahrt, is the first full treatise that maps out -- historically,
theologically, musically, and practically -- the musical framework of the Roman Rite in a way that can
inform audiences of all types. Mahrt demonstrates that the Roman Rite is not only a ritual text of words, but
is a complete liturgical experience that embeds within it a precise body of music that is absolutely integral to
the rite itself. In other words, the music at Mass is not arbitrary. It is wedded to the rite as completely as the
prayers, rubrics, and the liturgical calendar itself. Everything in the traditional music books has a liturgical
purpose. When they are neglected, the rite is truncated; the experience is reduced in splendor. These claims
will amount to a total revelation to most all Catholic musicians working today. As Mahrt points out, genuine
Catholic music for Mass is bound by an ideal embodied in the chant tradition. This tradition is far more rich,
varied, and artistically sophisticated that is normally supposed. It is the music that is proper to the Roman
Rite. The opening section of the book provides a four-part course in the musical structure of the liturgy
covering the origin, history, and liturgical purpose of the ordinary chants. The second section explores the
particulars with detailed commentary on particular chants and their meaning. Further commentaries reflect
on the polyphonic tradition that became part of the ritual experience of Mass in the middle ages, as well as
the use of organ in Mass. The third section turns to the specifics of putting all of this into practice in the
contemporary world. This section is the one that is of the highest practical value for pastors and musicians
today. What is missing most from today's Catholic world is the awareness of the the musical shape of the
liturgy - that essential structure of what is supposed to take place in the Roman Ritual itself.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Allen:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Musical Shape of the Liturgy. All type
of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Maritza Berry:

The actual book The Musical Shape of the Liturgy will bring that you the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Musical Shape of the Liturgy is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lyla Jackson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Musical Shape of the
Liturgy is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Justin Campbell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Musical Shape of the Liturgy can give you a lot
of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Musical Shape of the Liturgy.
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