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Laura E. Smith unravels the compelling life story of Kiowa photographer Horace Poolaw (1906–84), one of
the first professional Native American photographers. Born on the Kiowa reservation in Anadarko,
Oklahoma, Poolaw bought his first camera at the age of fifteen and began taking photos of family, friends,
and noted leaders in the Kiowa community, also capturing successive years of powwows and pageants at
various fairs, expositions, and other events. Though Poolaw earned some income as a professional
photographer, he farmed, raised livestock, and took other jobs to help fund his passion for documenting his
community.
 
               Smith examines the cultural and artistic significance of Poolaw’s life in professional photography
from 1925 to 1945 in light of European and modernist discourses on photography, portraiture, the function of
art, Native American identity, and American Indian religious and political activism. Rather than through the
lens of Native peoples’ inevitable extinction or within a discourse of artistic modernism, Smith evaluates
Poolaw’s photography within art history and Native American history, simultaneously questioning the
category of “fine artist” in relation to the creative lives of Native peoples.
 
               A tour de force of art and cultural history, Horace Poolaw, Photographer of American Indian
Modernity illuminates the life of one of Native America’s most gifted, organic artists and documentarians
and challenges readers to reevaluate the seamlessness between the creative arts and everyday life through its
depiction of one man’s lifelong dedication to art and community.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Horace Poolaw, Photographer of
American Indian Modernity book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Walter Reeves:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Horace Poolaw, Photographer of American Indian Modernity is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Thelma Brady:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Horace Poolaw, Photographer of American Indian Modernity, you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Betty Callahan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Horace Poolaw, Photographer of American Indian
Modernity, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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