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By turnshilarious and bitter sweet, Andy M ozina’s winning debut novel introduces a charming new
hero for our times: a dysfunctional, divorced family man whose passion for life comes straight from
the harp.

Matthew Grzbc is atalented musician who plays the concert harp. He is adivorced dad who livesin
Chicago, has a sexy girlfriend, and has amajor, potentially life-changing audition with an orchestra on the
horizon. At least that’s how he appears on paper. But take a closer ook and a very different man starts to
emerge: an obsessive, self-sabotaging Midwesterner, fumbling through his relationship with his curiously
neurotic six-year-old daughter and headed for destruction in his romantic life by grasping at any remotely
affectionate warm body, including that of his ex-wife. Instead of playing to sold-out concert halls, he spends
his days plucking out “ Send in the Clowns” at hotel brunches, and his weekends serenading the captive
audience at the local hospice.

When his father dies unexpectedly (while listening to a meditation tape), Matt’ s life begins to come
untethered. In quick succession his ex-wife gets engaged, his girlfriend beginsto pull away, and his daughter
starts acting out. With his audition rapidly approaching, Matt is paralyzed by panic—why can’t he hold it
together and follow his dream? And what does that even mean, if you're not sure what it is you really want?

Funny, poignant, and thoroughly engaging, Contrary Motion is ajourney deep inside amale mind asit
searches—desperately—for away to balance life, love, and a harp.

Praisefor Contrary Motion

“Mozina sfinely detailed, painfully funny novel isarollicking performance that will keep readers on the
edge of their seats.”—Booklist (starred review)

“Mozina has created alikeable, believable main character, the sort of guy alongside whom you could easily
spend hours dissecting life over acouple of beers. It'sthefirst novel for Mozing, . . . and it’s sure to leave
readers asking for more. Mozina s storytelling is easy and humorous, taking the stuff of everyday life and
presenting it in away that both entertains and draws out emotion.”—BookPage

“ Standing between world-class harpist Matt Grzbc and his dream, a permanent position in atop orchestra, is
just about everybody in hislife. This brilliant debut novel zigzags across Chicago’ s neighborhoods,
exploring the obsession a striving artist must have for his craft, as he also makes aliving and nourishes those
near him, especially his eccentric and precocious six-year-old daughter. Contrary Motion is awonderful
story—beautifully written, hilarious, tortured, and filled with heavenly music.”—Bonnie Jo Campbell,
author of National Book Award finalist American Salvage

“Charming . . . The painfully self-aware Matt has a great sense of humor, but his comic insights don’t help
him much as he faces a confounding array of personal problems. . .. The pleasures of [Mozina s] writing

never flag.”—Kirkus Reviews

“No portrait of an artist brings alive vulnerability, hilarity, desperation, hipness, absurdity, and painful



steadfastness as splendidly as Andy Mozina's Contrary Motion. A dazzling, unforgettable novel.”—Mark
Wisniewski, author of Watch Me Go
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From reader reviews:
CharlesKillough:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant point to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Contrary Motion: A
Novel will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Bert Gomes:

Here thing why this specific Contrary Motion: A Novel are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious
asfood or not. Contrary Motion: A Novel giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Contrary Mation: A Novel. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Contrary Motion: A Novel in e-book can be your choice.

Desiree Schwindt:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Contrary Motion: A Novel can be very good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Sylvia Dozier:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Contrary Motion: A Novel or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Contrary Motion: A
Novel to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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