
Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal
Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and
Old Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World

(Paperback))
Mr. Dale Launderville

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0802845053
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0802845053
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0802845053


Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in
Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian
Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback))

Mr. Dale Launderville

Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old
Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)) Mr. Dale Launderville
Ancient kings who did not honor the gods overlooked an indispensable means for ruling effectively in their
communities. In many traditional societies royal authority was regarded as a divine gift bestowed according
to the quality of the relationship of the king both to God or the gods and to the people. The tension and the
harmony within these human and divine relationships demanded that the king repeatedly strive to integrate
the community's piety with his political strategies. This fascinating study explores the relationship between
religion and royal authority in three of history's most influential civilizations: Homeric Greece, biblical
Israel, and Old Babylonian Mesopotamia. Dale Launderville identifies similar, contrasting, and analogous
ways that piety functioned in these distinct cultures to legitimate the rule of particular kings and promote
community well-being. Key to this religiopolitical dynamic was the use of royal rhetoric, which necessarily
took the form of political theology. By examining a host of ancient texts and drawing on the insights of
philosophers, poets, historians, anthropologists, social theorists, and theologians, Launderville shows how
kings increased their status the more they demonstrated through their speech and actions that they ruled on
behalf of God or the gods. Launderville's work also sheds light on a number of perennial questions about
ancient political life. How could the people call the king to account? Did the people forfeit too much of their
freedom and initiative by giving obedience to a king who symbolized their unity as a community? How did
the religious traditions serve as a check on the king's power and keep alive the voice of the people? This
study in comparative political theology elucidates these engaging concerns from multiple perspectives,
making Piety and Politics of interest to readers in fields ranging from biblical studies and theology to ancient
history and
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From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
allowed Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old
Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback))? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

James Daniels:

The book Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old
Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Piety and Politics:
The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian Mesopotamia
(Bible in Its World (Paperback)) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open and read a reserve Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical
Israel, and Old Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Shawn Hernandez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian
Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Cara Shaver:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in



Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Piety and
Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian
Mesopotamia (Bible in Its World (Paperback)).
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