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My aim in this book is to bring together materials for a judgment of the change which came over Europe in
the sixteenth century, to which the name of “The Reformation” is loosely given. I have attempted to do this
from a strictly historical point of view,— by which I mean that I have contented myself with watching events
and noting the gradual development of affairs. I have taken the history of the Papacy as the central point for
my investigation, because it gives the largest opportunity for a survey of European affairs as a whole. I have
not begun with the actual crisis itself, but have gone back to trace the gradual formation of opinions which
were long simmering below the surface before they found actual expression. I purpose, if opportunity should
be given me, to continue my survey in succeeding volumes to the dissolution of the Council of Trent.
I have begun with a period of general helplessness, when men felt that the old landmarks were passing away,
but did not see what was to take their place. The period of the Great Schism in the Papacy was but a
reflection of similar crises in the history of the chief states of Europe. Dreary as the history of the Schism
may be, its records show that it gave a great impulse to European thought. The existence of two Papal Courts
doubled Papal taxation and produced a deep-seated feeling of the need for some readjustment in the relations
of the Papacy towards national churches. The attempts to heal the Schism led to a serious criticism of the
Papal system by orthodox theologians, and to an examination of primitive usage which was fruitful for later
times. The difficulties experienced in finding any way out of the dilemma called the attention of statesmen to
the anomaly of the existence of an irresponsible and indeterminable power. The theological and political
basis of the Papacy was discussed, and Europe did not forget the results of the discussion. The power of the
State, which at least rested on intelligible grounds, interfered somewhat rudely to heal the breaches of an
institution whose pretensions were so lofty that its mechanism, once disordered, could not be amended from
within.
The result of many experiments and much discussion was the establishment of a General Council as the
ultimate court of appeal. Unsuccessful through its crudity at Pisa, the conciliar system asserted itself at
Constance, and was strong enough to answer its immediate purpose, and end the Schism. But when it had
done this, it could do nothing more. The abolition of ecclesiastical grievances was beyond its power. Men
could not discover the interests of Christendom, because they were overlaid by conflicting interests of
classes and nations. The Council, which expressed in the fullest manner the unity of Christendom, showed
that that unity was illusory. The conciliar principle was set up as a permanent factor in the organization of
the Church, and men hoped that it might be more fortunate in the future.
The condition of Europe and the fortunes of the Papacy offered a brilliant opportunity to the Council of
Basel. In some things it succeeded; but it was helpless to reorganize the Church. It attacked, instead of
reforming, the Papacy : it proposed to hand over the Church to a self-constituted parliament. The Council of
Constance failed because it represented Christendom too faithfully, even to its national dissensions. The
Council of Basel failed because, in its endeavor to avoid that danger, it represented nothing save the
pretensions of a self-elected, self-seeking body of ecclesiastics.
The failure of the Council of Basel showed the impossibility of reforming the Church from within. But
though the General Councils could not carry out a conservative scheme of reform, they succeeded in
checking movements which, in their attempts to remedy abuses, set up new theories of the Church and of its
government. Ideas originated by Wycliffe in England afforded a basis for a national movement in Bohemia,



which in polit

 Download THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE ...pdf

 Read Online THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF TH ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00802IXPO


Download and Read Free Online THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE
PAPACY FROM THE GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME) Mandell Creighton

From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this THE GREAT SCHISM.
A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE PAPACY FROM THE GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF
ROME) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Barbara Harp:

Typically the book THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE PAPACY FROM THE
GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very suited to you. The book THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE
PAPACY FROM THE GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bruce Sandlin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A
HISTORY OF THE PAPACY FROM THE GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME) can be excellent
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Paulette Preston:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is THE GREAT SCHISM. A.D.1378-1414 (A HISTORY OF THE PAPACY FROM
THE GREAT SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME) this book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research



when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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