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Drawing on more than four decades of experience as a researcher and teacher, Howard Becker now brings to
students and researchers the many valuable techniques he has learned. Tricks of the Trade will help students
learn how to think about research projects. Assisted by Becker's sage advice, students can make better sense
of their research and simultaneously generate fresh ideas on where to look next for new data. The tricks
cover four broad areas of social science: the creation of the "imagery" to guide research; methods of
"sampling" to generate maximum variety in the data; the development of "concepts" to organize findings;
and the use of "logical" methods to explore systematically the implications of what is found. Becker's advice
ranges from simple tricks such as changing an interview question from "Why?" to "How?" (as a way of
getting people to talk without asking for a justification) to more technical tricks such as how to manipulate
truth tables.

Becker has extracted these tricks from a variety of fields such as art history, anthropology, sociology,
literature, and philosophy; and his dazzling variety of references ranges from James Agee to Ludwig
Wittgenstein. Becker finds the common principles that lie behind good social science work, principles that
apply to both quantitative and qualitative research. He offers practical advice, ideas students can apply to
their data with the confidence that they will return with something they hadn't thought of before.

Like Writing for Social Scientists, Tricks of the Trade will bring aid and comfort to generations of students.
Written in the informal, accessible style for which Becker is known, this book will be an essential resource
for students in a wide variety of fields.

"An instant classic. . . . Becker's stories and reflections make a great book, one that will find its way into the
hands of a great many social scientists, and as with everything he writes, it is lively and accessible, a joy to
read."—Charles Ragin, Northwestern University
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Tricks of the Trade: How to Think about Your
Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Tricks of
the Trade: How to Think about Your Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing,
and Publishing). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Robert Defazio:

The reason? Because this Tricks of the Trade: How to Think about Your Research While You're Doing It
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christina Pena:

This Tricks of the Trade: How to Think about Your Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Tricks of the Trade: How to Think
about Your Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Christopher Gonzalez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Tricks of the Trade: How to Think about
Your Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) was bright



colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Tricks of the Trade: How to Think about
Your Research While You're Doing It (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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