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The great pilgrimage center of southeastern Sri Lanka, Kataragama, has become in recent years the spiritual
home of a new class of Hindu-Buddhist religious devotees. These ecstatic priests and priestesses invariably
display long locks of matted hair, and they express their devotion to the gods through fire walking, tongue-
piercing, hanging on hooks, and trance-induced prophesying.

The increasing popularity of these ecstatics poses a challenge not only to orthodox Sinhala Buddhism (the
official religion of Sri Lanka) but also, as Gananath Obeyesekere shows, to the traditional anthropological
and psychoanalytic theories of symbolism. Focusing initially on one symbol, matted hair, Obeyesekere
demonstrates that the conventional distinction between personal and cultural symbols is inadequate and
naive. His detailed case studies of ecstatics show that there is always a reciprocity between the personal-
psychological dimension of the symbol and its public, culturally sanctioned role. Medusa's Hair thus makes
an important theoretical contribution both to the anthropology of individual experience and to the
psychoanalytic understanding of culture. In its analyses of the symbolism of guilt, the adaptational and
integrative significance of belief in spirits, and a host of related issues concerning possession states and
religiosity, this book marks a provocative advance in psychological anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Medusa's Hair: An Essay on
Personal Symbols and Religious Experience. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Theodore Huff:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high
quality.

Timothy Grill:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience.

Ruth Lowry:

This Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience is fresh way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for



anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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