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A main selection of the Military Book Club and a selection of the History Book Club.

With his parting words "I shall return," General Douglas MacArthur sealed the fate of the last American
forces on Bataan. Yet one young Army Captain, named Russell Volckmann, refused to surrender. He
disappeared into the jungles of north Luzon where he raised a Filipino army of over 22,000 men. For the next
three years he led a guerrilla war against the Japanese, killing over 50,000 enemy soldiers. At the same time
he established radio contact with MacArthur's HQ in Australia and directed Allied forces to key enemy
positions.

When General Yamashita finally surrendered, he made his initial overtures not to MacArthur, but to
Volckmann. This book establishes how Volckmann's leadership was critical to the outcome of the war in the
Philippines. His ability to synthesize the realities and potential of guerrilla warfare led to a campaign that
rendered Yamashita's forces incapable of repelling the Allied invasion. Had it not been for Volckmann, the
Americans would have gone in "blind" during their counter-invasion, reducing their efforts to a trial-and-
error campaign that would undoubtedly have cost more lives, materiel, and potentially stalled the pace of the
entire Pacific War.

Second, this book establishes Volckmann as the progenitor of modern counterinsurgency doctrine and the
true "Father" of Army Special Forces?a title that history has erroneously awarded to Colonel Aaron Bank of
the ETO. In 1950, Volckmann wrote two Army field manuals: Operations Against Guerrilla Forces and
Organization and Conduct of Guerrilla Warfare, though today few realize he was their author. Together,
they became the Army's first handbooks outlining the precepts for both special warfare and counter-guerrilla
operations.

Taking his argument directly to the Army Chief of Staff, Volckmann outlined the concept for Army Special
Forces. At a time when U.S. military doctrine was conventional in outlook, he marketed the ideas of guerrilla
warfare as a critical force multiplier for any future conflict, ultimately securing the establishment of the
Army's first special operations unit?the 10th Special Forces Group.

Volckmann himself remains a shadowy figure in modern military history, his name absent from every major
biography on MacArthur, and in much of the Special Forces literature. Yet as modest, even secretive, as
Volckmann was during his career, it is difficult to imagine a man whose heroic initiative had more impact on
World War II. This long-overdue book not only chronicles the dramatic military exploits of Russell
Volckmann, but analyzes how his leadership paved the way for modern special-warfare doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

The book untitled American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who
Escaped from Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army
Special Forces contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Patricia Stewart:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like American
Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a
Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Sidney Robertson:

This American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from
Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces
is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped
from Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special
Forces can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through
anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Carol Benally:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within this



modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from
Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces
when you needed it?
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