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After their military defeat by the Florentines in the mid-sixteenth century, the citizens of Siena turned from
politics to celebratory, social occasions to express their civic identity and show their capacity for collective
action. In the first major work of its kind, Colleen Reardon opens a window on the ways in which the
Sienese absorbed the new genre of opera into their own festive apparatus and challenges the prevailing view
that operatic productions in the city were merely an extension of Medici power to the provinces. It was,
rather, members of the expatriate Chigi family who exploited the festive impulse of their countrymen,
coordinating operatic performances with their triumphant visits home by activating ties of friendship and
family as well as connections to Sienese institutions, most notably the Assicurate, possibly the first all-
female academy in Italy. If the Chigi proved successful at inserting opera into larger patterns of sociability
that conveyed the very essence of what it meant to be Sienese (senesità), their successor, the flamboyant
playwright and librettist Girolamo Gigli, struggled in his attempts to transform operatic performances into
professional enterprises. Fluidly written and richly embellished with anecdotes from historical chronicles, A
Sociable Moment offers insight into the Sienese experience with opera during the genre's rapid expansion
throughout the Italian peninsula during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Hughes:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture
in Baroque Siena has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in
Baroque Siena is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while
using book A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in Baroque Siena. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Linda Pinkerton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in Baroque
Siena as the daily resource information.

Deana Smith:

The book A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in Baroque Siena will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in
Baroque Siena is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Gerald Patton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this A
Sociable Moment: Opera and Festive Culture in Baroque Siena.
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