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The Emperors Album: Images of Mughal India publishes the fifty leaves that form the Kevorkian Album,
one of the world's great assemblages of Mughal art and calligraphy, for the first time. Thirty-nine leaves date
from the 17th century; the other eleven leaves were created in the early 19th century and were bound with
the earlier ones, most probably by a Delhi art dealer. The resulting album took its name from Hagop
Kevorkian, anoted benefactor of the Metropolitan Museum and of many other cultural ingtitutions, who
purchased it in London in 1929. Over the next decades nine of the leaves went to the Freer Gallery of Artin
Washington, D.C., and in 1951 the remaining forty-one leaves came to the Metropolitan Museum. The 17th-
century leaves include masterpieces of Mughal portraiture, superb natural history studies, and magnificent
specimens of calligraphy. Commissioned by the great emperors Jahangir and Shahjahan, these works were
meant for private enjoyment—images to be shared with delight by the imperial family and their close
friends. These pictures were created in the imperial ateliers by the greatest artists of the day. In Stuart Cary
Welch'sintroduction and in the texts he has written for each painting, these artists are identified, and the
biographical information available for each is given. The influences that molded their works—the Persian
and Deccani conventions that were so important in the development of the Mughal style—are discussed, as
are the European elements, most notable in the floral borders, which show the impact of herbals brought to
India by European missionaries and traders.

Welch's historical introduction is extended and expanded by the biographical essays Wheeler M. Thackston
has contributed for the subjects of each of the portraits. Based on primary sources, these accounts are an
invaluable overview of the Mughal world. But these great pictures make up only half the Kevorkian Album.
Asimportant are the calligraphic pages, which include specimens by major scribes, most especialy Mir cAli.
In her introduction Annemarie Schimmel discusses the paramount place accorded calligraphy in the Muslim
aesthetic. She also assesses Mir-'Ali's accomplishments as a calligrapher and as a poet. The poetry in the
Kevorkian Album is an anthology of the verses prized by the Mughal elite; in her comments on each of the
leaves Schimmel identifies and trang ates this poetry. The rich borders of Mughal album leaves are
extraordinary works of art in themselves. Marie L. Swietochowski's carefully argued introduction discusses
not only the leaves from the Kevorkian Album but also those from the Minto and Wantage albums and from
other sources. In her remarks on individual leaves from the Kevorkian Album, she comments on stylistic
differences and provides identifications of plants, birds, and animals.

(This book was originally published in 1987/88.)
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From reader reviews:
Samar a Reed:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Emperors’ Album:
Images of Mughal India book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Well:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Emperors Album: Images of Mughal India
can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Elmo Bragg:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Emperors’ Album: Images of
Mughal India can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Emperors’ Album: Images of Mughal India.

William Sam:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the The Emperors' Album: Images of Mughal India when you required it?
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