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The word sustainability has been connected to everything from a certain kind of economic development to
corporate promises about improved supply sourcing. But despite the apparent ubiquity of the term, the
concept of sustainability has come to mean a number of specific things. In this accessible guide to the
meanings of sustainability, Kent Portney describes the evolution of the idea and examines its application in a
variety of contemporary contexts - from economic growth and consumption to government policy and urban
planning.

Portney takes as his starting point the 1987 definition by the World Commission on Environment and
Development of sustainability as economic development activity that "meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs'. At its heart, Portney explains,
sustainability focuses on the use and depletion of natural resources. It is not the same as environmental
protection or natural resource conservation; it is more about finding some sort of steady state, so that the
Earth can support both human popul ation and economic growth.

Portney looks at political opposition to the promotion of sustainability, which usually questions the need for
sustainability or callsits costs unacceptable; collective and individual consumption of material goods and
resources and to what extent they must be curtailed to achieve sustainability; the role of the private sector,
and the co-opting of sustainability by corporations; government policy on sustainability at the international,
national, and subnational levels; and how cities could become models for sustainability action.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Larios:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Sustainability:
The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Seriesis the main
one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired alot of peoplein the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Alexandra Sauer:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Kayla Merritt:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Hubert Smith:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge Series was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Sustainability: The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun



and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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