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The stellar play and fascinating backstories of exiled Cuban sluggers and hurlersin Mgjor League Baseball
(MLB) has become one of the biggest headlinesin America's national pastime. On-field exploits by colorful
Dodgers outfielder Y asiel Puig, American League rookie-of-the-year José Abreu, home run derby champion
Y oenis Céspedes, radar-gun busting Cincinnati fast-baller Aroldis Chapman, and a handful of others have
been further enhanced by feel-good tales of desperate Cuban superstars risking their lives to escape Fidel
Castro’s communist realm and chase a celebrated American Dream of financial and athletic success. But a
truly ugly underbelly to this story has also slowly emerged, one that involves human smuggling operations
financed by Miami crime syndicates, operated by Mexican drug cartels, and conveniently ignored by big
league ball clubs endlessly searching for fresh waves of international talent.

In Cuba’ s Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story, Cuban baseball expert Peter C. Bjarkman reveal s the

compl ete truth behind the wave of Cuban big league talent coming to MLB. Given rare access to Cuba and
its ballplayers, Bjarkman has spent over twenty years traveling to all corners of the island getting to know the
top Cuban stars and witnessing their baseball struggles and triumphs. In this book, Bjarkman places recent
events—including the apparent thaw in US-Cuba rel ations—in the context of Cuban baseball history and
tradition before delving into the stories of the major Cuban stars who have left the island. He reveals the
personal histories of these players, explains the events that led them to eventually choose defection from

their homeland, and details their harrowing journeysto reach US shores and achieve baseball stardom.
Players whose big league dreams failed are also discussed, as are Cuba’ s recent effortsto stem the defection
tide through working agreements with the Japanese and Mexican |eagues.

Unique in its balanced perspective of Cuban baseball and its star players, Cuba’s Baseball Defectors not only
shares the author’ s first-hand account of many previously misreported events, it also provides a view of the
illegal smuggling of ballplayers from the perspective of Cuban baseball officials whose voices have often not
been heard. With a conclusion outlining a likely scenario for future relations between Major League Baseball
and the Cuban League, this book will fascinate baseball fans, those interested in the history of US-Cuba
relations, and those wanting to learn more about the unsavory story of human trafficking in the name of
baseball glory.
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From reader reviews:
John Sanchez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story. Try to the actual book Cuba's
Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story as your friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

William Manwaring:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story book is readable smply by you who
hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Cuba's Baseball
Defectors: The Inside Story content conveys the idea easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to
thinking Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

George Hale:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The
Inside Story is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

William Stone:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveit in
e-book technigue, more simple and reachable. This specific Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story can
giveyou alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside
Story.
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