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William Rand Kenan Jr. (1872-1965) is best remembered throughout his native North Carolina as a major
benefactor of his alma mater, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. But he was also a gifted
scientist and business executive. In this first comprehensive biography, Walter Campbell charts Kenan's
achievements in areas as diverse as chemistry, dairy science, media management, and railroad and resort
development. While still a student at UNC, Kenan played an important role in the discovery of calcium
carbide--the major component in the manufacture of acetylene--which led to the formation of Union Carbide
Company. He later created the nation's largest and most advanced private dairy research farm at his home in
Lockport, New York. In 1899, he became a consultant to Standard Oil cofounder and Florida developer
Henry Morrison Flagler, who later married Kenan's sister Mary Lily. Following Flagler's death in 1913,
Kenan successfully guided the vast network of Flagler businesses, as well as his own flourishing enterprises,
through a tumultuous period that saw two world wars, a speculative land boom, and a depression. This
biography offers new insights into Kenan's many successes as well as his disappointments, particularly his
keen sense of having lived his life in the shadow of others. It also includes the first objective account of the
widely reported rift between the Kenans and the family of Mary Lily's second husband, Robert Worth
Bingham.

Originally published in 1996.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

The book untitled Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr. contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice learn.

Bruce Mull:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Across Fortune's Tracks:
A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr. is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Morris:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr.
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Debera Jessie:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William
Rand Kenan Jr. or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Across Fortune's Tracks: A Biography of William Rand Kenan Jr.
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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