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In the four years between 1881 and 1885, Canada was forged into one nation by the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The Last Spike reconstructs the incredible story of how some 2,000 miles of steel crossed
the continent in just five years — exactly half the time stipulated in the contract. Pierre Berton recreates the
adventures that were part of this vast undertaking: the railway on the brink of bankruptcy, with one hour
between it and ruin; the extraordinary land boom of Winnipeg in 1881-1882; and the epic tale of how
William Van Horne rushed 3,000 soldiers over a half-finished railway to quell the Riel Rebellion.

Dominating the whole saga are the men who made it all possible — a host of astonishing characters: Van
Horne, the powerhouse behind the vision of atranscontinental railroad; Rogers, the eccentric surveyor;
Onderdonk, the cool New Y orker; Stephen, the most emotional of businessmen; Father Lacombe, the black-
robed voyageur; Sam Steele, of the North West Mounted Police; Gabriel Dumont, the Prince of the Prairies;
more than 7,000 Chinese workers, toiling and dying in the canyons of the Fraser Valley; and many more —
land sharks, construction geniuses, politicians, and entrepreneurs — all of whom played arolein the
founding of the new Canadawest of Ontario.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Chris Gibbons:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Last Spike: The
Great Railway, 1881-1885? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Eva Solares:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual ? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor hasto answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Last Spike: The Great Railway,
1881-1885 to read.

Alice Scales:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Last Spike: The Great
Railway, 1881-1885 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world agreat deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 become your
own personal starter.

Martha Bryant:

The book untitled The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 contain alot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice
read.
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