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By articulating a general theory of crime and related behavior, the authors present a new and comprehensive
statement of what the criminological enterprise should be about. They argue that prevalent academic
criminology—whether sociological, psychological, biological, or economic—has been unable to provide
believable explanations of criminal behavior.

The long-discarded classical tradition in criminology was based on choice and free will, and saw crime as the
natural consequence of unrestrained human tendencies to seek pleasure and to avoid pain. It concerned itself
with the nature of crime and paid little attention to the criminal. The scientific, or disciplinary, tradition is
based on causation and determinism, and has dominated twentieth-century criminology. It concerns itself
with the nature of the criminal and pays little attention to the crime itself. Though the two traditions are
considered incompatible, this book brings classical and modern criminology together by requiring that their
conceptions be consistent with each other and with the results of research.

The authors explore the essential nature of crime, finding that scientific and popular conceptions of crime are
misleading, and they assess the truth of disciplinary claims about crime, concluding that such claims are
contrary to the nature of crime and, interestingly enough, to the data produced by the disciplines themselves.
They then put forward their own theory of crime, which asserts that the essential element of criminality is the
absence of self-control. Persons with high self-control consider the long-term consequences of their
behavior; those with low self-control do not. Such control is learned, usually early in life, and once learned,
is highly resistant to change.

In the remainder of the book, the authors apply their theory to the persistent problems of criminology. Why
are men, adolescents, and minorities more likely than their counterparts to commit criminal acts? What is the
role of the school in the causation of delinquincy? To what extent could crime be reduced by providing
meaningful work? Why do some societies have much lower crime rates than others? Does white-collar crime
require its own theory? Is there such a thing as organized crime? In all cases, the theory forces fundamental
reconsideration of the conventional wisdom of academians and crimina justic practitioners. The authors
conclude by exploring the implications of the theory for the future study and control of crime.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book A General Theory of Crime.
All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Roseann Flowers:

This book untitled A General Theory of Crime to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Edna Brooks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That A General Theory of Crime can give you a lot of good
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have A General Theory of Crime.

Donald Jackson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book A General Theory of Crime to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication A
General Theory of Crime can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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