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From Emperor to Citizen is the autobiography of Pu Yi, the man who was the last emperor of China. A
unique memoir of the first half of the 20th century as seen through the eyes of one born to be an absolute
monarch, the book begins with the author's vivid account of the last, decadent days of the Ching Dynasty,
and closes with an introspective self-portrait of the last Ching emperor transformed into a retiring scholar
and citizen of the People's Republic of China.

In detailing the events of the fifty years between his ascension to the throne and the final period of his life as
a quiet-living resident of Beijing. Pu Yi reveals himself to be first and foremost a survivor, caught up in the
torrent of global power struggles and world conflict that played itself out on the Asian continent through
many decades of violence and upheaval.

This firsthand description of the dramatic events of Pu Yi's life was the basis for the internationally
acclaimed 1987 Bernardo Bertolucci film The Last Emperor which was named Best Picture of the Year by
the American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. From Emperor to Citizen readily lends itself to
cinematic adaptation as a personal narrative of continuously significant and revealing episodes.

Becoming emperor and then forced to abdicate with the establishment of the Republic of China in 1911, all
before he is seven continues to live in Forbidden City for another decade still treated as the Son of Heaven
by the moribund Ching court, but in reality a virtual prisoner, with little genuine human contact apart from
his beloved nurse Mrs. Wang, his teacher Chen Pao-shen and his English tutor Reginald Johnston.

When at the age of nineteen Pu Yi is finally forced to vacate his isolated existence within the Forbidden City,
he begins his long odyssey as the dependent of the occupying imperial Japanese regime, first in Tientsin, and
eventually installed as "emperor" of the Japanese puppet state styled Manchukuo in China's northeast
provinces. With the defeat of Japan and the end of the Second World War, Pu Yi faces a very uncertain
future as he is shunted off to Russia for five years before returning to a new China transformed by
revolution, where he is confined in the Fushun War Criminal Prison. Here he undergoes several years of
rehabilitation, "learning how to become a human being," as he calls it, before receiving an official pardon
and being allowed to finally live as an ordinary citizen of Beijing.

This autobiography is the culmination of a unique and remarkable life, told simply, directly and frankly by a
man whose circumstances and experiences were like no other.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of
Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Tracy Gardiner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this From Emperor to Citizen: The
Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt From
Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Brian Bauer:

The book untitled From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author.
The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Johnny Relyea:

This From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this From Emperor
to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read



this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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