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A beautiful and sumptuoudly illustrated book presenting the highlights of Renaissance court treasures This
book presents and explores the Waddesdon Bequest, the name given to the Kunstkammer or cabinet
collection of Renaissance treasures which was bequeathed to the British Museum by Baron Ferdinand de
Rothschild, MP in 1898. The Bequest is named after Waddesdon Manor in Buckinghamshire, afairy tale
French chateau built by Baron Ferdinand from 1874-83, where the collection was housed during his lifetime.
Asamajor Jewish banking family, the Rothschilds were the greatest collectors of the nineteenth century,
seeking not only the finest craftsmanship in their treasures, but also demonstrating great discernment and a
keen sense of historical importance in selecting them. Baron Ferdinand's aim, often working in rivalry with
his cousins, was to possess a special room filled with splendid, precious and intricate objects in the tradition
of European courts of the Renaissance and Baroque periods. It was understood at the time that a collection of
this quality could never be formed again, given the rarity and expense of the pieces, and the problems of
faking and forgery of just thiskind of material. The book will unlock the history and romance of this
glorious collection through its exploration of some of its greatest treasures and the stories they tell. It will
introduce makers and patrons, virtuoso craftsmanship, faking and the history of collecting from the late
medieval to modern periods, as told through the objects. Treasures discussed will include masterpieces of
goldsmiths work in silver; jewelry; hardstones and engraved rock crystal; astonishing microcarvingsin
boxwood, painted enamel, ceramic and glass; arms and armor and ‘ curosities’: exotic treasures incorporating
ostrich eggs, Seychelles nut, amber or nautilus shell. Scholarly catalogues have appeared for parts of this
splendid collection but this book will open up the Bequest for the general reader. By looking at individual
objectsin detail, and drawing on new photography and research, the book will enable readers to see and
understand the objects in a completely different light.
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From reader reviews:
L awrence Rowe:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhileisreading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular A
Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Here thing why this specific A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest are different and reliable to
be yours. First of al looking at abook is good but it depends in the content from it which isthe content is as
yummy as food or not. A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Rothschild
Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest in e-
book can be your substitute.

Milan Allen:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest book is readable by you who
hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of A
Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Beguest content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available asiit.
S0, do you nevertheless thinking A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Michael Clark:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Rothschild Renaissance: The Waddesdon Bequest
can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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