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The fear of oblivion obsessed medieval and early modern Europe. Stone, wood, cloth, parchment, and paper
all provided media onto which writing was inscribed as a way to ward off loss. And the task was not easy in
a world in which writing could be destroyed, manuscripts lost, or books menaced with destruction.
Paradoxically, the successful spread of printing posed another danger, namely, that an uncontrollable
proliferation of textual materials, of matter without order or limit, might allow useless texts to multiply and
smother thought. Not everything written was destined for the archives; indeed, much was written on surfaces
that allowed one to write, erase, then write again.

In Inscription and Erasure, Roger Chartier seeks to demonstrate how the tension between these two concerns
played out in the imaginative works of their times. Chartier examines how authors transformed the material
realities of writing and publication into an aesthetic resource exploited for poetic, dramatic, or narrative ends.
The process that gave form to writing in its various modes—public or private, ephemeral or
permanent—thus became the very material of literary invention. Chartier's chapters follow a thread of
reading and interpretation that takes us from the twelfth-century French poet Baudri of Bourgueil, sketching
out his poems on wax tablets before they are committed to parchment, through Cervantes in the seventeenth
century, who places a "book of memory," in which poems and letters are to be recopied, in the path of his
fictional Don Quixote.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Inscription and Erasure: Literature and
Written Culture from the Eleventh to the Eighteenth Century (Material Texts) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lisa Marsh:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Inscription and Erasure: Literature and Written Culture from
the Eleventh to the Eighteenth Century (Material Texts) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

George Rodriguez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Inscription and Erasure: Literature and
Written Culture from the Eleventh to the Eighteenth Century (Material Texts) guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty Inscription and Erasure: Literature and Written Culture from the Eleventh to
the Eighteenth Century (Material Texts) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This
is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Roy Matsumoto:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Inscription and Erasure: Literature and
Written Culture from the Eleventh to the Eighteenth Century (Material Texts) can be the response, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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