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In the West, Belarus is generally thought of as "the last dictatorship in Europe." However, this political
stereotype neglects the roots of the country's identity—or identity crisis. In this fascinating study of
unfinished nation-building in Belarus, Grigory Ioffe draws on his two dozen research trips to the country to
trace Belarus's history, geography, political situation, society, and economy. The book highlights rapid
economic growth in post-1996 Belarus and the underpinnings of the country's political landscape. The
United States has ostracized official Belarus since the mid-1990s and has repeatedly condemned President
Lukashenka's undemocratic ways. However, his presidency has been stable since 1994, and since 2002 he
has been successfully reshaping himself from an unabashed Russophile into a kind of Belarusian nationalist.
Nevertheless, the Belarusian nation is not yet a defined entity—many Belarusians are not yet certain as to
what sets them apart from Russians, and a multiplicity of national projects hinders national consolidation and
deters nation-building. Ioffe pays particular attention to the current linguistic situation, in which Russian,
rather than Belarusian, is the language of the majority. The ambivalent relationship between Russia and
Belarus results in an identity crisis that is not understood by the West, which leads to Western policies
toward Belarus that are based on a fallacy of geopolitical thinking. Based on Belarusian- and Russian-
language sources along with the author's personal observations, this book will lead readers to a deeper
understanding of Belarus, its relationship with Russia, and its still-forming national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Understanding Belarus and How
Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Edward Apodaca:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually
Understanding Belarus and How Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark.

Thomas Carlson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Understanding Belarus and How Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Understanding Belarus and How Western Foreign
Policy Misses the Mark giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Clara Gay:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Understanding Belarus and How Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark we can
get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Understanding Belarus and How Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark. You can more inviting
than now.
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