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These familiar words begin the classic poem that has become a staple of America’s annual Christmas ritual
along with Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and Dr. Seuss’s The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. But how many
people know anything about the origin and history of this enduring holiday favorite? In this engrossing,
superbly researched, and beautifully illustrated book, Martin Gardner traces the beginnings of this beloved
poem and its gradual rise to fame as an indispensable part of our yearly Christmas celebration.

Beginning with a discussion about whether or not to allow children to believe in Santa Claus, Gardner
recounts the history of the famous poem. In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore, a scholar of classical and Oriental
languages, dashed off the ballad merely as a way of entertaining his two young daughters at Christmas.
Originally titled "A Visit from Saint Nicholas", the poem describes an elf-sized Santa Claus and "tiny
reindeer," so getting down the chimney was no stretch of the imagination. After the poem was published in a
Troy, NY newspaper, its popularity quickly grew and the cult of Santa Claus took off. Copious illustrations
show Santa’s evolution in the hands of various artists.

After setting forth the original poem, Martin Gardner proceeds to later imitations, parodies, and sequels,
beginning with a series of hilarious specimens all titled "The Night After Christmas." The book concludes
with a discussion of the only significant addition to the Santa Claus legend since Moore’s — Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer. Born as the hero of a Montgomery Ward Christmas giveaway pamphlet, Rudolph
became famous when songwriter Johnny Marks put him into a song that swept not only the nation but also
the world.

This wonderful tribute to the greatest Christmas poem of all time is the perfect holiday gift and a superb
addition to Christmas book collections.
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From reader reviews:

Sang O\'Connor:

The book The Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And Imitations Of
Clement Moore's Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Annotated
Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And Imitations Of Clement Moore's Immortal
Ballad About Santa Claus being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open and read a book The Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And
Imitations Of Clement Moore's Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Judith Bryant:

The reserve with title The Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And
Imitations Of Clement Moore's Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Jeff Jones:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book The Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels,
Parodies, And Imitations Of Clement Moore's Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Mary Bessler:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And Imitations Of Clement Moore's



Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get just before. The The Annotated Night Before Christmas: A Collection Of Sequels, Parodies, And
Imitations Of Clement Moore's Immortal Ballad About Santa Claus giving you a different experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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