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"A Perfect Red" recounts the colourful history of cochineal, a legendary red dye that was once one of the
world's most precious commodities. Treasured by the ancient Mexicans, cochineal was sold in the great
Aztec marketplaces, where it attracted the attention of the Spanish conquistadors in 1519. Shipped to Europe,
the dye created a sensation, producing the brightest, strongest red the world had ever seen. Soon Spain's
cochineal monopoly was worth a fortune. Desperate to find their own sources of the elusive dye, the English,
the French, the Dutch, and other Europeans tried to crack the enigma of cochineal. Did it come from a worm,
a berry, a seed? Could it be stolen from Mexico and transplanted to their own colonies? Pirates, explorers,
alchemists, scientists, and spies - all joined the chase for cochineal, a chase that lasted for more than three
centuries. "A Perfect Red" tells their stories - true-life tales of mystery, empire, and adventure, in pursuit of
the most desirable colour on earth.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Rodriquez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A Perfect Red:
Empire, Espionage and the Quest for the Colour of Desire, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Jennifer Yost:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage and
the Quest for the Colour of Desire can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Phyllis Belser:

The book untitled A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage and the Quest for the Colour of Desire contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Rachel Wessels:

You may get this A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage and the Quest for the Colour of Desire by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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