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This concise review of punishment as a major social and cultural institution explores the nature of laws and
the cultural influences that shaped them. Shichor delineates the problematic nature of punishment and the
philosophical and theoretical opinions that for centuries have stirred debates about the right to punish, how to
punish, and how much punishment is just. Shichor probes the recurring dilemmas about justifications, aims,
social functions, and societal reaction to violators. His thoughtful presentation and analysis of this complex
topic leads to critical thinking about societal values concerning justice, human rights, social equality, and
relations between the state and its citizens. The text probes for answers to: 1) What are the justifications and
functions of punishment? 2) Is the promise of punishment sufficient to reduce crime? 3) Does punishment
restore the balance to victims of crime? 4) Is punishment required to satisfy the urge for retribution? At what
cost to society? 5) What should be done to the person who breaks the law? 6) What should be done for the
person deprived of his/her liberty? 7) Are prisons, the dominant form of punishment, adequate in terms of
physical structures, training of staff, state supervision, and healthcare? 8) Does society have a responsibility
to seek remedies other than incarceration? 9) Will conditions such as poverty, unemployment, and lack of
education make reintegration in the community impossible and recidivism inevitable? 10) Can we classify
offenders and select punishment based on predictions of whether an offender is a good risk or a bad one? and
11) Should efficiency guide decisions about penal policy?
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Kiernan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Meaning And Nature of Punishment, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

James Koenig:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The Meaning And Nature of
Punishment.

Gary Collis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The
Meaning And Nature of Punishment.

Doris Stone:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
The Meaning And Nature of Punishment when you required it?
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