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The islands of Britain have been a crossroads of gods, heroes, and kings-those of flesh as well as those of
myth-for thousands of years. Successive waves of invasion brought distinctive legends, rites, and beliefs.
The ancient Celts displaced earlier indigenous peoples, only to find themselves displaced in turn by the
Romans, who then abandoned the islands to Germanic tribes, a people themselves nearly overcome in time
by an influx of Scandinavians. With each wave of invaders came a battle for the mythic mind of the Isles as
the newcomer's belief system met with the existing systems of gods, legends, and myths.

In Gods, Heroes, and Kings, medievalist Christopher Fee and veteran myth scholar David Leeming unearth
the layers of the British Isles' unique folkloric tradition to discover how this body of seemingly disparate
tales developed. The authors find a virtual battlefield of myths in which pagan and Judeo-Christian beliefs
fought for dominance, and classical, Anglo-Saxon, Germanic, and Celtic narrative threads became tangled
together. The resulting body of legends became a strange but coherent hybrid, so that by the time Chaucer
wrote "The Wife of Bath's Tale" in the fourteenth century, a Christian theme of redemption fought for
prominence with a tripartite Celtic goddess and the Arthurian legends of Sir Gawain-itself a hybrid
mythology.

Without a guide, the corpus of British mythology can seem impenetrable. Taking advantage of the latest
research, Fee and Leeming employ a unique comparative approach to map the origins and development of
one of the richest folkloric traditions. Copiously illustrated with excerpts in translation from the original
sources, Gods, Heroes, and Kings provides a fascinating and accessible new perspective on the history of
British mythology.
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From reader reviews:

John Warner:

This Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Gods, Heroes, and
Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Gods,
Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain having very good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kristy Taylor:

The particular book Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for
Mythic Britain is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kyle Gill:

The book with title Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain contains a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Peggy Elmore:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Gods, Heroes, and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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